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GRIFFITHS,R. R, R. J. LAMB, N. A, ATOR, J. D. ROACHE AND J. V. BRADY. Relative abuse liability of triazolam:
Experimental assegspnent in animals and humans. NEUROSCI BIOBEHAV REV 9(1) 133151, 1985. e abuse liability
ofadrugis a pﬂsid}#,iinteractivc function of the reinforcing and adverse cffects of the drug. The relative abuse liability of
the hypnotic benzad ahpine. triazolam, has been controversial. This paper reviews animal and human studies bearing on
its relatiye abusg liability, including data on pharmacological profile, reinforcing effects, liking, speed of onset, discrimina-
tive stimylds & fects, subjective effects, physiological dependence, rebound and early morning insomnia, drug produced
anxiety, i,etl‘;alh"r in overdose, psychomotor impairment, interactions with ethanol, anterograde amnesia, impaired aware-
ness of drug effect, and other psychiatric and behavioral disturbances. It is concluded that the abuse liability of triazolam is
less than that of the intermediate duration barbiturates such as pentobarbital. Although there are considerable data
indicating similarities of triazolam to other benzodiazepines, there is also substantial speculation among clinical inves-
tigators and some limited data suggesting that the abuse liability of triazolam is greater than that of & variety of other
benzodiazepines, and virtually no credible data or speculation that it is less. Further research will be necessary to clarify
definitively the abuse liability of triazolam relative to other benzodiachines:.)



