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ABSTRACT

Background: We review recent findings on the toxicological interactions between
alcohol (ethanol) and benzodiazepines, and the combined use of benzodiazepines
and alcohol in fatal poisoning. Acute ingestion of alcohol combined with
benzodiazepines is responsible for several toxicological interactions that can have
significant clinical implications. In general, metabolism of these drugs is delayved
when combined with acute alcohol ingestion although some reports suggest
otherwise. Alternately, the drugs metabolized during chronic alcohol ingestion have
an increased clearance, The net effect may also be influenced by internal (e.g.,
disease, age) and external (e.g., environment, diet) factors. Fatal poisoning
involving coadministration of alcohol and benzodiazepine, especially triazolam,
continues to be a serious problem.



